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ve %& OFFICE OF THE & &% 


State Commissioner of Common Schools, 


: Columbus, Ohio, June 10, 1898. 


TO BOARDS OF EDUCATION IN OHIO: 


The following is the full text of the school book law passed 
April 22, 1896: 


AN ACT 


To provide for supplying the schools of Ohio with good and sufficient school 
books at the lowest possible prices. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
That any publisher or publishers of school books in the United States desiring 
to offer school books for use by pupils in the common schools of Ohio as here- 
inafter provided, shall, before such books may be lawfully adopted and_pur- 
chased by any school board in this state, file in the office of the state commis- 
sioner of common schools, a copy of each book proposed to be so _ offered, 
together with the published list wholesale price thereof, and no revised edition 
of any such book shall be used in the common schools until a copy of such 
revised edition shall have been filed in the office of the said commissioner 
together with the published list wholesale price thereof. The said commissioner 
shall carefully preserve in his office all such copies of books and the -prices 
thereof so filed 


Section 2. Whenever and so often as any book and the price thereof 
shall be so filed in the commissioner’s office as provided in section 1, a commis- 
sion consisting of the governor, the secretary of state and the state commis- 
sioner of common schools, shall immediately fix the maximum price at which 
such books may be sold to or purchased by boards of education as hereinafter 
provided, which maximum price so fixed on any book shall not exceed seventy- 
five per cent of the published list wholesale price thereof, and the state com- 
missioner of common schools shall immediately notify the publisher of such 
books so filed, of the maximum price so fixed. If the publisher so notified, 
shall notify the commissioner in writing that he accepts the price so.fixed, and 
shall agree in the writing to furnish such book during a period of five years at 
the price so fixed, such written acceptance and agreement shall entitle said 
publisher to offer said book so filed for sale to said board of education for use 
by the pupils under the terms of this act. 


Secrron 3. The said commissioner shall, during the first half of the month 
of June, 1896, and during the first half of the month of June in each year 


d 


thereafter, furnish to each board of education the names and addresses of all 
publishers who shall have during the year ending on the first day of said month 
of June in each year, agreed in writing to furnish their publications upon the 
terms provided in this act. And it shall not be lawful for any board of educa- 
tion to adopt or caused to be used in the common schools any book whose 
publisher shall not have complied, as to said book, with the provisions of 
this act. . 


Section 4. If any publisher who shall have agreed in writing to furnish 
books as provided in this act, shall fail or refuse to furnish such books adopted 
as herein provided to any board of education or its authorized agent upon the 
terms as herein provided, it shall be the duty of said board at once to notify 
the said commission of such failure or refusal, and the commission shall at 
once cause an investigation of such charge to be made, and if the same is 
found to be true the commissioner shall at once notify said publisher and each 
board of education in the state that said book shall not hereafter be adopted 
and purchased by boards of education ; and said publisher shall forfeit and 
pay to the state of Ohio five hundred dollars for each failure, to be recovered in 
the name of the state in an action to be brought by the attorney general in the 
court of common pleas of Franklin county, or in any other proper court 
or in any other place where service can be made, and the amount, when col- 
lected, shall be paid into the state treasury to the credit of the common school 
fund of the state. 


Section 5. Each board of education on receiving the statements, above 
mentioned, from said commissioner, shall on the third Monday in August there- 
after meet, and at such meeting, or at an adjourned meeting within two weeks 
after said Monday, determine by a majority vote of all members elected the 
studies to be pursued and which of said text books so filed shall be used in the 
schools under its control, but no text books so adopted shall be changed, nor 
any part thereof altered or revised, nor shall any other text book be substituted 
therefor for five years after the date of the selection and adoption thereof with- 
out the consent of three-fourths of all the members elected, given at a regular 
meeting; and each board of education shall cause it to be ascertained, and at 
regular meetings in April and August shall determine which, and the number 
of each of said books the schools under its charge shall require, until the next 
regular meetings in April and August, and shall cause an order to be drawn 
for the amount in favor of the clerk of the board of education, payable out of the 
contingent fund; and said clerk shall at once order said books so agreed upon 
by the board, of the publisher, and the publisher, on receipt of such order, 
shall ship such books to said clerk without delay, and the clerk shall forthwith 
examine such books, and, if found right and in accordance with said order, re- 
mit the amount to said publisher, and the board of education shall pay all 
charges for the transportation of such books, out of the school contingent fund ; 
but if said board of education can, at any time, secure of the publishers books 
at a price less than said maximum price, it shall be its duty to do so, and may 
without unnecessary delay, make effort to secure such lower price before adopt- 
ing any particular text books. ach board of education shall have power to, 
and shall make all necessary provisions and arrangements to place the books so 
purchased within easy reach of and accessible to all the pupils in their district, 
and for that purpose may make such contracts, and take such security as they 
may deem necessary, for the custody, care and sale of such books and account- 
ing for the proceeds; but not to exceed ten per cent of the cost price shall be 
paid therefor, and said books shall be sold to pupils of school age in the district, 
at the price paid the publisher, and not to exceed ten per cent therefor added, 
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and the proceeds of such sale shall be paid into the contingent fund of such 
district, and whoever receives said books from the board of education for sale as 
aforesaid to the pupils, and fails to account honestly and fully for the same, or 
for the proceeds to the board of education when required, shall be guilty of em- 
bezzlement and punished accordingly. Provided, however, boards of education 
may contract with local retail dealers to furnish said books at prices above speci- 
fied, the said board being still responsible to the publisher for all books pur- 
chased by the said board of education, and when pupils remove from any dis- 
trict, and have text books of the kind adopted in such district, and not being 
of the kind adopted in the district to which they remove, and ‘wish to dispose 
of the same, the board of the district from which they remove, when requested, 
shall purchase the same at the fair value thereof, and resell the same as other 
books; and nothing in this act shall prevent the board of education from fur- 
nishing free books to pupils as provided by law. That for the purpose of carry- 
ing into effect the foregoing provisions of this act, and paying the expenses in- 
cident thereto, there be and‘is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
state treasury, to the credit of the general revenue fund, not otherwise appro- 
priated, the sum of five hundred dollars, to be disbursed and paid on the allow- 
ance and order of said commissioner. 

Section 6. This act sliall take effect and be in force on and after 
May 5, 1896. . 

Passed April 22, 1896. 


In accordance with the provisions of section 3 of this law, I hereby notify 
- you that the following publishers of school books have complied with the pro- 
visions of the law, and are therefore entitled to offer for sale, to boards of 
education, for use by the pupils in the schools, such books of their publication 
as have been authorized by the school book commission : 


PME W OPER SO MIOLS until. pki, he DYE eet in Chicago, Il. 
SNUG TE Ser F000) AS ae a a Rg i ea Se Boston, Mass. 
PASM RE EOO KOs ok eet) oh ek eee Cincinnati, O. 

A. 8S. Barnes & Co........ ERS a Ph or SRE Ca eo New York, N. ‘Y. 
Becktold Printing and Book Mfg. Co.......... ‘St. Louis, Mo. 
Wietor @ a pelle O0e ce acne ecl ey of ck ke New York, N. Y. 
tie Dagiow c& Main,.Oo. i kee bit ee. New York, N. Y. 
whens. bramard’s Song: Oo iio feo Chicago, Ml. 
Central School Supply House.................., Chicago, Tl. 

POM TOU MON TON Oiew i otc wt RS ae .Cincinnati, O. 
MMI Dis OOKmUOsc rho er. vu bat yt. te, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Lhe’ Creamer Pablishing Co... icc. vs canoes Washington ©. H., O. 
IDE IW Grist.n, : 268 oh eno Pe LEMS anaET SCE SERS oP Moultrie, O. 
DGD Goh TS) aa ne a ee a ae Columbus, O. 
Padrecsge ce Brother, 4 hee ee een x oak Philadelphia, Pa. 


Pie Ho MISE Cl vie crag! x A ECS oe Fao ae Battle Creek, Mich. 
Teme ONE CANN yannIeee ha fo je oS New York, N. Y, 


Oia clits cf Ole yr wee Rok eC TMM re et i): 1 aman RL | Columbus, O, 
Goodyear Publishing Co ............. AN SR pa Chicago, I11. 
RE per BexBrObhers tha). Uc Ko ck h hed sioselante chk New York, N. Y. 

NB AM ORS Rye ae 'cal Olena mre aia are led ae Boh Rae ti Chicago, Il. 
Ponty HUG a CO. ea reer de ens ast Neow alana New York, N. Y. 
Hourhton, Miri Gy 0, aes seine yd ae ale Boston, Mass. 
indiana Pabvishing Oo eC Yaw. oir ooo adan Tene Danville, Ind. 
The injana Pubhshine’ Co’ ie eal sy, Mesa eee Terre Haute, Ind. 
LEDs b aW Seah N Si ho Y aA persed MARS ete hu ME dee RINEMUNIE Gf Se AO EY 9 Columbus, O. 

Phe uaninonerirting OG kinetin: Mk ome uma Norwalk, O. 
Leach, Shewell:& Sanborn oes eke ath Boston, Mass. 
Teach’ Shewell Cosi ye ieee ioe oe de ea eco Boston, Mass. 
PEC HOS IOP ALG ater wl uth octave gob eh eae a ae Boston, Mass. 

vid bey d hed ay OCS) gly av NNN RL ea ie ee nT caper ARE ERO Youngstown, O. 
PA PAT pileOUd: COs as. kw ils, B cusaleonecs REE Philadelphia, Pa. 
AEC LES SLOW ILO Oa) foi che git bemiotod & a uae aed Apter ee a Boston, Mass. 
honugmang. <rTe0en GEO. 45.5.2 vies Put hap wage New York, N. Y. 
ENGR MONGOLS CGO ee Ae Pee ARR Bea Ney) seca DI et ea area New York, N. Y. 
Ph FE A 6: (Se I a oh i, ath CHIE AG = .. Columbus, O. 
‘Die Macni lan Co. eee ra, erie lek ale Wa ES New York, N. Y. 
DEA ynarc) AVlerrini aes OO ge eh hee cde wale New York, N. Y. 
AM aseWeei' Co' Cele Eo @. 9 Been are nUNUr sie Mngt eae PO rao Oe! .Toledo, Ohio. 
LO YLOLS OA TOso a s SRU NG thle tik Ge utah nats ated lane Mai, New York, N. Y. 
Mound City Publishing Co!) ioc. ea kh VR St. Louis, Mo. 
Normal) Publishing: Honse v.50 oleae Indianapolis, Ind. 
whe Pean Publishing Oi foes, eee Philadelphia, Pa. 
RTCTIMAT Eee OSL LO. amare, mlb doth Warr es Silane Columbus, O. 
IBOTKEMOGiE UEDA os Ramee Mier Mek ey ULI Se gis ae New York, N. Y. 
OPENED OCIS 65 Ato A bre teeters Ges Ch tae cht Site nabs eS Chicago, Il. 
Practical Book Keeping’ Coy. 2... se. lon Chicago, Il. 

‘Dhe* Practica Text) BOOK Ot ie see oa, elements Cleveland, O. 
-The Prang Educational:Co\ 22... 2.0. ue e. Chicago, Il. 
Rand, MeNalty 6erGo. iva sy Mkt ee Chicago, Ill. 
Ruri Ac IO eye ae ea hes ae ik Base reke ee eae Philadelphia, Pa. 
 Saddler-—Rowe Co. ....... eps rae hpi ctint a Se Geneks Baltimore, Md. 
ASeott, Foresman OsiCo. 4 20.000! se Mee aloe oe Chicago, Tl. 

EDO VVET SATIN OM cc ra eaters aes sates, TAL ere” Se Lid Fort Worth, Tex. 
SHOMION GO aie duh cook ns Bx pat RATS IN New York, N. Y. 
Silver *BOreeb tn OO. 8. seri veccca tia mint ee 2k. ean Boston, Mass. 
CEN SLOCUM ees rath rat cin evenly ulead eel nL een ba Columbus, O. 

Le behem tsp oaty 5) abel ed MGT wT ay baked Oo /emmr Wn Man Ye Crem, feet New York, N. Y. 
BNE git pre ge dr CNS ar ae ee MRD Aa oe ay te a Og Us te ad Columbus, O. 
Ohrstopher Sower Co ..3 23a r ase Philadelphia, Pa. 
Ha MCGIO OT DUO, Acc ein yo poar ea MiR nas Dene eh taeda a+... New York, N. Y. 
SEO AN GOLEM OVIET i tte, ct: iy gt nee sin com, wlan Cleveland, O. 

TT HOMAAS OOAMLE CDM het s Pees bartt ony, alot ake Nae ROR eens Cleveland, O. 


¢ cuauthiig tied eA eS Tame aan Boston, Mass. 
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University Publishing Co......-...---..-++--+: New York, N. Y. 


| el Neg A Uae One Cg cet Nara eee I , Columbus, O. 
Werner School Book Co......--...-.-0++-5+++5 .Chicago, Ill. 
Western Publishing House..... ......------+++: Chicago, Tl. 
Williams & Rogers ........5----- sess rete ees Rochester, N. Y. 
WD GE WALANG soo CA kok ane hee aj as ee AS Delaware, O. 
eS Che VERON et ee Mas elie purge Vin een tease Akron, O. 

TOU ART OI iho wie ke Calne Sake Cee ore kan net ae St. Louis, Mo. 
PELE WV AEE KOD ech be ae ide y win ys Aes Ss Buffalo, N. Y. 
Zaner, Ware & Webb..:.....------:2s 2 seers Columbus, O. 


(1) The Columbia Book Co. have purchased the books listed by John E. Potter 


& Co., Philadelphia, Pa., in 1896. 
(2) Leach, Shewell & Co. are successors to Leach, Shewell & Sanborn, except in 


the publication of Latin books. 
(*) Saddler-Rowe Co. are successors to W. H. Saddler. 
(4) Scott,2Foresman & Co. have purchased the books listed by S. C. Griggs & 


Co., Chicago, Il1., in 1896. 


Each publisher named above has been furnished with a duplicate of the 
aforesaid list of his books on file in this office, a copy of which list can be 
secured by any board of education upon application to the publisher. 


Respectfully, 


O. T. CORSON, 


Commissioner. 
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